MICHEL, MARY
Mary is an 80-year-old woman with history of poorly differentiated right thyroid cancer with neuroendocrine differentiation. Her diagnosis occurred initially in 2012. She had a total thyroidectomy. She was found to have an incidental 3 cm right upper lobe mass on the CTA of the abdomen earlier this year. Subsequently, she was hospitalized due to complains of chest pain and shortness of breath. She was found to have atrial fibrillation with RVR rapid ventricular response. Cardizem converted her to sinus rhythm. She was also treated with possible UTI. The CTA showed right upper lobe mass measuring 8 cm now from 3 cm before. She also has a history of lung cancer in 2006 and breast cancer in 2013 status post double mastectomy. Her thyroid cancer has now reoccurred as of September 2023 causing a mass life affect from the trachea and cervical esophagus contributing with shortness of breath, decreased appetite, and not eating. The patient also is in pain requires pain medication around the clock. The patient is hospice appropriate. KPS score is at 50% at this time. Her pregabalin level is down to 3 with H&H of 12 and 35.

The patient’s family has decided against any further treatment especially since most recent PET scan showed recurrence of the left breast mass most likely positive for cancer. The patient has decided against any further treatment or biopsy at this time. She has decided for hospice care at home. The patient has a family who is going to be her primary caregiver who stays with her on regular basis. She requires pain medication around the clock. She has significant weight loss of 20 pounds. Pain is in the shoulder and chest area, difficulty breathing at times with change in position secondary to tracheal mass. The patient is alone because she is a widowed and has people that come and check on her on regular basis for ambulation dramatically effected. She is responsive to person, place and time, but somewhat confused at times most likely related to her pain medication. The patient is also hospice appropriate given above mentioned scenario on the current findings and has less than six months to live.
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